
 

18th 

PROGRESSIVE 

GOSPEL MEETING  
 

GOD IS ABLE: 
 

January 15 - 20, 2018: 7pm nightly 
 

Mon John Harkness    Fredericksburg      
   To Deliver (Dan 3:16-18) 
 

Tue Randy Weilbaker   Paoli   
   To Do Immeasurably More (Eph 3:20-21) 
 

Wed  Brent Donoho   Palmyra  
     To Completely Save (Heb 7:23-25) 
 

Thu Lee Collins     Kansas  
   To Keep You (Jude 1:24-25) 
 

Fri  Greg Circle     Corydon  
   To Keep My Deposit (2 Tim 1:12) 
 

Sat  Marvin Purkhiser  Martinsburg 
   To Establish You (Rom 16:25-27) 
 
Pitch-in Dessert fellowship to follow Saturday's service 
 



  



Monday           John Harkness 

God is able…to deliver. 
TEXT:  Daniel 3:16-18 

Introduction:   “With people this is impossible, but with God 

all things are possible.” Mt 19:26  (Ph 4:13; Mt 17:20) 

Apply:  We are in a perpetual state of distress.  Even after we 

are baptized into Christ, we continue to need rescuing 

from…the world, temptation, ourselves. 

 Despite our rebellious nature, God is able to deliver us 

from sin through Christ.  Just as important, is that He is able to 

KEEP delivering us.  (By the way, man struggles with this) 

 

Background:  Leading up to Daniel 3  (How do we end up in 

situations like this?) 

 

I.  We need delivered, from birth to the grave.   

 

 

II.  Good news…God delivers. 

 

 

III.  Even when He doesn’t, He is still able.  Do we still believe 

it? 

 

Conclusion 

  



Tuesday          Randy Weilbaker 

TO DO IMMEASUREABLY MORE 
TEXT:  Eph 3:20-21 
 
God is able and willing 
He’s the one and only Potentate (1 Tim. 6:15), sovereign, 
supreme, preeminent one (Colossians 1-creation, church, 
redemption), King of kings, Lord of lords, God of gods 
God wants to deliver.  God loves to deliver, come to our 
rescue.  He is willing to do what no other is willing to do or is 
able to do…forgive and save us to Heaven while helping us 
everyday. 
 
A.  God is transcendent  - far above all 
  1.  Jesus is far above all rule, authority, power, dominion, 
every name, in this world and the world to come; all things are 
in subjection to him, he is head over all things to the church; 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all, Ep. 1:21-23 
  2.  One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 
and in all, 4:6 
  3.  God shall supply every need our ours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus, Ph. 4:19 
  4.  This involves God’s omniscience, omnipresence, 
omnipotence, self-sufficiency!! 
 
B.  God is Sovereign, supreme  -  all powerful, works in us 
powerfully 
  1. Exceeding greatness of his power to us, according to that 
working of the strength of his might, 1:19 
  2.  Paul was made a minister by the working of his power, 3:7 
  3.  The Lord may grant us to be strengthened with power 
through his Spirit, 3:16 
  4.   Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might, Ep. 
6:10.  The strength of the Lord in us helps us to fight off 
temptations, live a holy life and follow Jesus.   
 



C.  God is working in us  -  
  1.  We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, 2:10 
  2.  God has immeasurable greatness of power toward us who 
believe, according to the working of his great might that he 
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead , 1:19-20 
  3.  God works all things according to the counsel of his will 
for us, 1:11 
  3.  Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for 
it is God who works in you, both to will and work for his good 
pleasure, Ph. 2:12-13 
  4.  God is in his children, works in his children 
 

D.  God is glorified:   receives all the good, credit, praise,  
  In us  -  we are his workmanship, 2:10 
  In the church -  body of Christ, he is head, thru good works 
  In Christ Jesus  -  by faith and repentance we are baptized 
into Christ 
  In every generation  -  according to God’s eternal purpose, 
1:11   For ever-  aion aion 
  Through the gospel, 1:12, 14, 17 Father of glory, 3:16 riches 
of his glory 
 

There is nothing too hard for the God of the Bible, the God of 
creation, in accomplishing his purpose in the church and in 
Christ Jesus in this generation.   
 

Applications 
1.  When do you need to know that God is able to do more 
than you ask or imagine, that God is far above all? 
2.  Do you always think of God getting, receiving glory in the 
church? 
3.  How do you think focusing on the ability of God could help 
you in difficult times? 
4.  Who is someone that you can tell about the character of 
God, that He can do far more than they may think or ask?   
5.  Pray this prayer for self and others by name 



Wednesday          Brent Donoho 

God is Able...   To Completely Save 
TEXT:  Heb 7:23-25 
 
INTRO: 
Money-back guarantees:   Valuable or Worthless? 
An eternal guarantee?   You want to be certain about your 
salvation. 
 
To Save:    
 Spiritually, every person needs to be saved.  
 God never compromises His perfect righteousness and   
   justice in order to save sinners.  
 To satisfy His justice, God demands that the penalty of our  
   sin must be paid.  
 
Background of the Text: 
 A. Weakness of the O.T. Law   
  1. Assurance of Salvation is Not Based on OT    
     Priesthood  (Heb 7:11) 
   a. Why?  Because blood of bulls and goats cannot  
      forgive sin. 
  2. Jesus' Priesthood is Not Based on The O.T.    
     Priesthood  (Heb 7:12-17) 
   a. It is based on the power of an indestructible life 
      and the oath of God. 
  3. The Mosaic Law In Itself Cannot Bring Someone  
     Near to God.  (Heb 7:18-22) 
 
I. Jesus' Permanent Priesthood Secures Salvation.  (vs 23-24) 
 A. What Prevented the former priests - they died! 
  1. Why is this important?   
   a. Our problem with sin doesn't end at the    
      beginning of the Christian life 
 B. Jesus Is Permanent High Priest  
  1. Josephus:  83 high priests from Aaron - A.D. 70.  



   a. They were not perpetual. They all died and   
      were replaced.  
   b. But Jesus, “continues forever, holds His    
      priesthood permanently” (7:24). 
 
II. Jesus'  Perpetual Petition Secures our Salvation (vs 25) 
 A. What man can't do, Jesus is able, to save completely 
  1. 'To save,' is present tense - ongoing process.  
  2. Presently we are being saved and one day we   
    shall be saved. 
 B. Jesus is able to save them completely. How? (vs 25b) 
   “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
    righteous” (1 John 2:2).  
  1. The guarantee of our salvation is not voided if we  
    falter. 
Conclusion 
 A. Commercial ad, “Actual results may vary” 
  1. “Sinner must clean up his life first.”  
  2. “Offer does not apply to really bad sinners.”  
 B. Jesus is Able to Save Completely 
  1. Because of God’s oath 
  2. Because of His Permanent Priesthood 
  3. Because of His Perpetual Petition for us. 
  4. These things completely guarantee our salvation. 
 
 
Resources: 
“The Guarantee of a Better Covenant”  Hebrews 7:11-28   
  Dr. J. Ligon Duncan III 
Lesson 22: Salvation Guaranteed! (Hebrews 7:20-28)  
  Steven J Cole 
From Good to Great: A Better Priest and a Better Covenant    
  (Hebrews 7:11-25)  Robert Deffinbaugh 
  



Thursday             Lee Collins 

God is Able to Keep You 
TEXT:  Jude 24-25 
 
Introduction: 
We have an enemy out there that we cannot afford to 
underestimate - we cannot and must not underestimate his 
power, nor the danger he poses to us, to do so means certain 
death, and it is a death worse than physical death, it is 
spiritual death.   
 
2.  Satan’s goal, his work, is to kill us in a spiritual way. He is 
trying still and will continue to try to take us away from God as 
long as we live here in this life, he is trying to take us to death, 
and the horrors of hell.  
 
3.  In the opening lines of this letter we see that Jude, wanted 
to write about the Salvation that the people of God can enjoy 
and share. It seems he wanted to write a letter of positive 
encouragement, about the common Salvation, but felt it 
necessary instead to write a letter of warning.  
 
4.  We can only speculate that Jude received some 
information that made him change his mind about the topic 
and kind of letter he was going to write - maybe he heard that 
Satan was being successful, with people he knew. Maybe he 
heard of people who were being pulled away by the enemy, 
Satan.  
 
Because we have an enemy working to do us harm - Jude is 
going to say… 
I. We must Fight  
 
    A.        He will open this idea of fighting in verse three when 
he says that we must CONTEND  for the Faith - this word 
contend means fight, we must fight for the faith and we must 



because Satan is working against us, and he gives many 
examples to that fact.  
 
    B.       We must know and understand the seriousness of this 
fight - it is a fight of life and death.  
 
    C.       This is a spiritual fight we are engaged in, and 
sometimes, because it is spiritual, it can go unnoticed by 
people - how many people are out there in the world today 
who have lost the fight with Satan never knowing they were in 
a fight of such gravity in the first place?  
 
But while it is true that we are in this fight, there is refuse, 
protection, a safe place for us to be, and once we are there, 
and part of the family, and continue to be part of the 
family…We Do Have to Fight Alone  
 
II. There is a Place of Safety!  
 
 A. John, in his Gospel account, in chapter 10, will record 
for us the lesson that Jesus will give about how He is the good 
shepherd, and in giving that lesson he is giving the lesson that 
Jude is giving here about how we have that safe place to run 
to, a place where we can be KEPT.   
 
 B. The Good Shepherd will take care of His sheep, He will 
protect them, in essence it is the shepherds job to KEEP the 
sheep, and Jesus is telling us that He is the Good Shepherd to 
us, (the sheep). 
 
 C. The Sheep fold is a safe place to be - there are dangers 
outside the fold, death, danger of being stolen - but inside 
there is safety, and Jesus is the Door - we must go through 
Him to get to the fold, and Nothing gets in that He does not 
want in - it is place where Satan will not be able to get to us - 



it is a place where Jesus can KEEP us - it is this kind of Safety 
that Jude refers to in his letter.  
 
 D. However, getting into the fold and staying in the fold, 
getting to safety and staying IN safety is something we must 
do - Jesus made getting possible for us, but now we have to 
choose to be in it, Jesus will keep us, but not against our will - 
we have to choose to stay.  
 
 E. God is more powerful than Satan - and if we are with 
Him, then we are safe, and if we stay with Him, we will be 
presented to God when this life is over - we will have life!  
 
Conclusion: 
Jude seeing the need to write about the fight will say and will 
teach us that there is a safe place for us to be, but we must 
make the decision to get that safe place, and we need to get 
there as soon as we can, every minute we wait we expose 
ourselves to the danger of Satan, we must get with Jesus and 
we must stay there, while we are there we are safe - but 
getting to Jesus, getting to the fold is our decision to make.   
 
2.  If we try to fight Satan alone we will lose - he is too 
powerful for us, in fact we have already lost - but we can get 
to a place of safety and security and that safety is found ONLY 
in and with Jesus.  
 
3.  Do not stand out in the cold, alone, facing the enemy, 
exposed to the danger you cannot conquer on your own - Get 
to Safety, let the Lord KEEP YOU from stumbling and present 
you blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy, 
to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and authority before all time, now 
and forever —Amen. 
 
  



Friday             Greg Circle 

HE IS ABLE TO GUARD MY DEPOSIT 
THESIS: God is able to guard this good treasure He has 
entrusted to us – The Gospel, Sound Doctrine, The Truth! 
INTRODUCTION: 

A. Note the Thesis Statement: “Entrusted to US”? 
1. Two Common Translations: 

“...what I have entrusted to Him….” (NASB) 
“...what has been entrusted to me.” (ESV) 
“Literally, though, “...the deposit of me….” 

2. Why the ESV’s translation? 
a. It fits better with Paul’s other uses of 

the words translated “guard what has 
been entrusted to you (the good 
treasure)” 
(1 Timothy 6.20; 2 Timothy 1.14) 

b. The idea of the NASB is not unbiblical (1 
Peter 4.19); it’s just not the point Paul is 
trying to get across to Timothy here. 

B. How, then does God guard what He has entrusted to 
us? 

DISCUSSION: God has given us a spirit of... 
I. NOT FEAR (v. 8a) 

THE COMMAND: “DON’T BE ASHAMED” 
A. Of the Testimony of Our Lord 

1. Fear is not profitable for us (Mark 8.34-
38) 

2. We can’t be ashamed of the “Good 
News” (Romans 1.16) 

B. Of me, His Prisoner 
1. Paul was in prison for the sake of others 

(Ephesians. 3.1) 
2. How would we look at “prisoners of the 

Lord” today? 
(2 Timothy 4.16? or 1.16?) 



3. How would we feel about being 
imprisoned ourselves? 
(Acts 5.41; 2 Timothy 2.8-9) 

C. Fear paralyzes, disables, takes our power 
(James 4.1-10) 

1. Our power comes from our unity in the 
Spirit (Eph. 4.1-6). 

2. When we try to defend our worldly 
positions, we are showing our 
dependence on the world, not God. 

II. POWER or ABILITY (v. 8b) 
THE COMMAND: “JOIN WITH ME IN SUFFERING” 

A. For the Gospel 
1. Sandwiched between the two mentions 

of “the Gospel” is a fun little structural 
cue that defines the gospel. 

a. God saved us according to His 
own grace which was granted to 
us by Christ Jesus, Who brought 
life and immortality to light in 
the Gospel. 

b. God called us according to His 
own purpose which was 
revealed to us by Christ Jesus, 
Who abolished death in the 
Gospel. 

2. Notice Who is sandwiched in the middle 
of the Gospel – Christ Jesus! 

a. He’s the center of the Gospel! 
b. He’s the center of Paul’s point! 

(1 Peter 2.20-23) 
B. According to the Power of God 

1. 1 Peter 4.14-16 
2. We can’t endure suffering by our own 

power. 



C. The teaching of the NT gives us not only the 
power to endure and not be ashamed, but also 
the motivation. 

III. LOVE (v. 13) 
THE COMMAND: “RETAIN THE STANDARD...” 

A. “The Standard” = “An Example” 
1. Of God’s Love (1 Timothy 1.16) 

a. He loved me and gave Himself 
for me (Galatians 2.20) 

b. No greater love (John 15.13) 
2. Of Our Love (1 Timothy 4.12; Titus 2.7) 

a. Why do we love Him? (1 John 
4.19) 

b. How do we love Him? (John 
14.15; 15.10; 1 John 5.3) 

B. Of Sound Words 
1. “Christian teaching is reasonable and 

appeals to sound intelligence” 
2. Not retaining the standard of sound 

words means following after emotions 
and selfish thought (1 Timothy 6.3-5) 

C. The NT gives us the motivation to endure and 
not be ashamed, but we still need to “suffer as 
a good soldier of Christ Jesus” 
(2 Timothy 2.3-4). That takes... 

IV. DISCIPLINE (v. 14) 
THE COMMAND: “GUARD THE GOOD DEPOSIT” 

A. It is a Good Deposit (a Treasure) 
1. There is nothing more valuable than the 

salvation of souls 
a. Prophets and angels wanted to 

know more about it 
(1 Peter 1.10-12) 

b. How much joy is there when a 
soul returns to the path of God? 
(Luke 15.7, 10, 32) 



2. The Gospel is that treasure (Romans 
1.16) 

B. Through the Holy Spirit 
1. God chose preaching of the word by 

men as the way to deliver this valuable 
treasure to others (1 Corinthians 1.21) 

2. So, He inspired men to write down the 
message 
(2 Timothy 3.16) 

3. It is a message we are to pass on (2 
Timothy 2.2) 

4. We must guard that message with what 
He has given us. 

CONCLUSION: 
A. God is able to guard the deposit 

1. The messenger’s life (past, present, or future) 
may not be perfect, but the message remains 
the same. 

2. We can know that we have the message God 
intended us to have. 

3. But God intended us, His servants, to deliver 
the message to others. 

B. He gives us everything we need to do our part to guard 
His deposit to us (2 Peter 1.2-15) 

1. Let us not be ashamed of Him and His message, 
instead… 

2. Let us, with His help, suffer together, retain the 
standard, and guard the good deposit. 

 

 

  



Saturday            Marvin Purkhiser 

My God is Able………to Establish You 
(A New Beginning) 

TEXT:  2 Cor 5:17-21, Rom 16:25-27  Jeremiah 1:4-5 
 Am I becoming what God had in mind, when He made us in 
the womb? 
 
I.     Hope 
-We all mess up. We say things we later wish we could retract. 
-And because we all mess up, we’d like to start over—to turn 
our backs on the past and look forward. 
-There’s something exciting about starting over.                                                                       
 -new challenges                                                           -
 -new experiences                                                                   
 -new opportunities   
-Jeremiah 29:11 
-Our hope in Christ is one of the foundational building blocks 
of our Christian faith. 
 
II.      Lost Hope  
-One can only start over so many times before we begin to 
wonder, “What’s the point?”    
-John 4-- Story of woman who had learned to live without 
hope. 
 
III.      A New Creation 
-II Cor 5:14-17     The apostle Paul speaks of a new beginning. 
 -symbolism of baptism 
 -the offering of “Living Water” 
 -Jeremiah 17:13 
 -the offering of a “New Beginning” 
 
IV.     Ambassadors for Christ 
-When we make the decision to give ourselves wholeheartedly 
to Christ we become His ambassadors!  



-When we meet Jesus as our personal Messiah Our lives are 
filled with a deeper purpose. 
-As Christ’s ambassadors we are entrusted with the message 
of reconciliation. 
Closing-  God did not wait for us to come to Him. God stepped 
down out of heaven. He came to us to offer to fix what was 
broken. He died on the cross in our place in order that He 
might establish us as a new creation! 
Our God is truly Able! 
 


